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Minneapolis Institute of Art 


Your Event. 

Your Museum. 

Hosting exceptional experiences 
since 1915. Mia offers indoor and 
outdoor event spaces for parties, 
weddings, corporate meetings, 
and receptions in the heart of 
Minneapolis. Please contact Mia's 
Events Team: 612.870.3135; 
myevent@artsmia.org 
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STIGMATA 


March 27-28, 2020 at 8 PM 
Ted Mann Concert Hall 
U of M Tickets and Events 
612-624-2345 
tickets.umn.edu 
Adults: $25-50 
12 and under 50% off 


The second half of our concert will 
address one thing we wish could be 
erased: the stigma against those who live 

with HIV. We will premiere a new song 
cycle called Stigmata that addresses 
through song the effects of this stigma on 
the lives of people living with HIV every 
day. The metaphor of the stigmata 
serves to remind people that we don't 
need to inflict the horrible pains of social 
crucifixion upon the HIV+ community. 


Featuring new commissions by Jake 
Runestad and Tim Takach, our spring 
concert Erased will address the 
communities and environments that are 
in danger of being erased: from 
indigenous peoples and trans youth, to 
natural habitats — as well as our very 
own lives. The first half of our concert 
will also feature the local premiere 

of “Listen,” a compelling work for our 
Chamber Singers ensemble. 


* Twin Cities 


Gay Men’s Chorus 
** SEASON 39 


tcgmc.org 
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“The Professional Service 
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Marilyn! 


Marilyn Farinella, GRI 
612.644.0451 
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Psychotherapist 


Individual and Couples Therapy. 
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Experienced. Nonjudgmental, 
collaborative, respectful and caring approach. 
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jchildstherapy@gmail.com 


“Working hard for our clients while serving the community” 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


Love Me Tender 


Those bells are ringing! Spring is here, and it’s prime time for ty- 
ing the knot here in Minnesota! As the snow melts and the sunshine 
starts making itself at home once again, all the lovebirds out there are 
getting ready for their special day, and we couldn’t be more ready for it 
ourselves! 

With our 2020 Spring Love & Marriage issue, we preview the upcom- 
ing American Craft Show and the amazing jewelry perfect for a wedding 
day; we profile The Metropolitan Club & Ballroom as an ideal venue for 
your fab reception; we learn about the important of health care directives 
and estate planning for married couples; and we remember Bruce Vas- 


sar, one half of the Wedding Guys duo who passed away late last year. 


We also continue our tradition of looking back at recent local rainbow 
weddings in the forms of our Love Stories and Real Weddings features. 
On top of that, we profile the Minnesota-North Dakota chapter of the 
Alzheimer’s Association, we focus on the diversity and inclusion initia- 
tives of the Minnesota Twins, we meet openly gay Air National Guard 
service member Brandon Moore, and Jennifer Parello returns with a 
relationship-centric installment of Everyday Drama. 

So raise a glass to the good times! We’re super excited for the spring, 
and we're equally excited for all the beautiful moments of marvelous 


matrimony yet to come! I 


STANDARD 


$ HEATING O 


& AIR CONDITIONING 


Preseason A/C Sale! 


612-503-8090 


standardheating.com 


*On approved credit. Restrictions may apply. Includes all discounts and rebates. Not valid with other offers. Installation by 3/31/20. 
**Good for one use. Restrictions may apply. Not valid with any other offer. Tune-up must be scheduled by 3/31/20. 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY Ε.Β. BOATNER 


Adults, 100, Gan Be Carefully Taught 


A ploy thats worked since the First Manipulator cast a calculat- 
ing eye upon his fellows and intuited that once you convince others that 
they need your thing, they'll follow you to Earth's end, swallowing whatever 
you spoon-feed, literally or metaphorically, and beg for more. 

In Saki's 1910 story, “Filboid Studge, the Story of a Mouse that Helped,” 
young Mark Spaley is promised his boss's daughter's hand in marriage if he 
can salvage sales of his failing breakfast product, Pipenta. Mark changes its 
name to the eponymous title, designs lurid posters of damned souls reach- 
ing for withheld breakfast bowls, under the eponymous name and over the 
warning, "They cannot buy it now." 

It's the same unpalatable product, but now, everyone must buy it. Gro- 
cery shelves are stripped clean, the Boss/Father, reaps untold wealth and 
is snatched from bankrupt ruin. And Mark? An impecunious mouse, now 
unworthy of an heiress. 

Daniel Okrent's The Guarded Gate is fact, not fiction, more Stygian than 
“Filboid Studge,” detailing exclusionist efforts that caused human misery at 
that time and on with their collateral damage, indicated by the subtitle: Big- 
otry, Eugenics, and the Law That Kept Two Generations of Jews, Italians and 
Other European Immigrants Out of America. 

In the 1890s, “Native American" referred not to the indigenous people, 
but to the reigning white elites’ self-definition. Okrent here details their 
three-decade crusade to close America's doors to "inferior races." For 
Henry Cabot Lodge, Theodore Roosevelt, Francis Galton (Charles Darwin's 
cousin and eugenics progenitor), Scribner's editor Maxwell Perkins and 


others, this meant everyone not “Nordic,” those superior northerners who 
towered above the inferior "Alpine," and "Mediterranean" inferior races. 
Italians, Poles, Russians, Greeks; almost anyone from eastern or southern 
Europe and all Asians were to be barred. 

Using faux science, jiggered statistics, and plain lies, these elites promul- 
gated increasingly severe immigration sanctions and fearmongering eugen- 
ic fiats. In 1924, they brought to fruition the Johnson-Reed Act, drastically 
reducing or removing altogether any hope of a new life for untold thousands. 
Eugenic laws at home sanctioned involuntary sterilizations to be performed 
on what, by 1970, was estimated at 60,000 institutionalized individuals. 

Nordic purity came at great cost. In 1939, for example, a pending bill 
to allow 20,000 German Jewish children to escape Nazi retribution and 
enter America died in the Senate. American eugenicists had worked with 
their German peers for decades. Hitler studied our eugenicists’ work, and 
afterwards, in 1946 during the Nuremburg “Doctors Trial" defendants in- 
voked our Buck vs Bell sterilization decision (upon which Justice Oliver 
Wendell Holmes wrote, "Three generations of imbeciles is enough," Madi- 
son Grant's The Passing of the Great Race, and the Johnson-Reed Act of 1924, 
which left untold thousands stranded without recourse before the Nazi Jug- 
gernaut. 

Okrent, author of six books including Last Call: The Rise and Fall of 
Prohibition, presents a detailed yet eminently readable history of this dark 
period, and traces the consequences of these men's actions into our lives 
today. ll 


Shops at Excelsior & Grand | 3826 Grand Way | St. Louis Park | 952.922.8364 www.StyleByMax.com 


MILLWORK EXPERTS! 


Update your interior doors and mouldings! 


We know homes! 


Bungalows, Colonial, 


Craftsman, Mid-Century, 
Ramblers, Modern 
and more. 
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Wedding season is rearing its bedazzled 
head once again, which means that many of 
us аге on the prowl for beautiful wedding gifts, 
fun summer fashion, and maybe even a piece 
of jewelry to rival whatever our beloved brides 
and grooms will be wearing on their special 
days. There is no better place to find all of the 
above and more than at the American Craft 
Show, which is hitting the St. Paul RiverCentre 
this April, starting with a preview party on April 
16 and running through Sunday the 19th. 

Amy Betts, senior writer & digital strategist 
at LIN Public Relations, Inc., was kind enough 
to walk me through what we can expect from 
the American Craft Show this year. From the 
fun of the preview party to educational 
panels and hands on activities, there 
is a lot to look forward to in this 
show’s 34th year. 

“All of the art at the Ameri- 
can Craft Show is three-dimen- 
sional,” Amy says. The Ameri- 
can Craft Show specializes 
in utilitarian art: almost every 
piece is a tangible treasure. From 
handbags to side tables to serving 
bowls, you are certain to find an artist 
among the 250 represented at the show who is 
making something that you need more beauti- 
fully than you have ever seen it made before. 

Pamela Diamond, the American Craft Coun- 
cil’s director of show marketing gave me an 
overview of some of the items that will be on 
display at the show this year, and she empha- 
sized that, although there are plenty of high 
end items for sale, there is also a great selec- 
tion of more accessible goods for the plebeians 
among us. Some fun items to look for include 
chunky jewelry “harkening back to the ‘80s”, 
jewelry that utilizes “alternative metals”, and 
lots of great up-cycled furniture. 


Photo by Melinda Risk 


Photo by 
Betty Jaeger 


Because there are so many 
artists represented at the 
show, a solid quarter of which 

are locally based, Diamond sug- 
gests starting with a few of her 
personal favorites. Three jewelers 
that she think are doing especially 
innovative things this year include Melinda 
Risk, Betty Jager (a Minneapolis-based artist), 
and Hitomi Jacobs. She also recommended 
Teresa Audet (Minneapolis-based), Eshelman 
Pottery, and Ian Petrie (a University of Minne- 
sota alum) for unique wedding gifts that range 
from handcrafted brass spoons and ceramics to 
mugs illustrated with modern, snarky comics 
in “crow-quill pen”. 

Hip Pop, a five-year program through the 
American Craft Council that assists emerging 
artists with the business side of their craft, is 
also worth checking out. There are currently 
36 artists who are a part of this program who 
will be featured at the St. Paul show. Their work 
is definitely worth seeking out and supporting. 
Who knows? One of them could wind up being 
your new favorite artist! 

Obviously you will want to check out as 
many of the artists as possible while you are at 
the American Craft Show, but in between shop- 
ping, I would recommend finding a Let’s Make 
Inspiration Station. These areas are a great op- 
portunity for kids and adults alike to get hands- 


Photo by Hitomi Jacobs 


on experience with and demonstrations of dif- 
ferent kinds of art, from woodturning to glass 
arts to textiles, clay and more. 

Any day that you can spare to check out the 
American Craft Show will be time well spent, 
but I would especially recommend checking 
out the preview party from 6-9 p.m. on Thurs- 
day, April 16. Not only do Preview Party at- 
tendees get first dibs on some pretty incredible 
craft show items (Amy hinted that the créme 
de la créme of the craft show often exits the 
building that first night), but there are also fun 
snacks, drawings, drinks, and live music. Tick- 
ets are available online. 

If preview night is not quite your bag, buy- 
ing a ticket online is still a good deal: it will 
save you two dollars and a wait in line day of. 
Of course, if you are an American Craft Council 
member (or a child of 12 or under), admission 
is free. 

For tickets and more information, check out 
the event website at craftcouncil.org/shows/ 
acc/american-craft-show-saint-paul. ll 


American Craft Show 

St. Paul RiverCentre 

174 W. Kellogg Blvd. 

St. Paul, MN 

WHEN: 

April 16: 6 -? p.m. Preview Party 
April 17: 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

April 18: 10 a.m. - ó p.m. 

April 19: 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
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One Treatment Center 
Does Not Fit All 


Exclusively Serving the LGBTQ+ Community 
Located in the Minneapolis Metro area of Minnesota, we specialize in: 
* Drug & Alcohol Abuse 
• Specializing in Crystal Meth and Sexual Compulsivity 
+ Residential & Intensive Outpatient Programs 
• Exclusively providing the LGBT community a comfortable safe 
alternative to traditional treatment programs for 30 years. 


i 


> Men like it here 
www.azsunburst.com 


Employment Opportunities: reservations@azsunburst.com 


ДЕ Я : : N Toll Free: 1-800-974-1474 
Full-time Primary residential counselor On call LPN/RN 6245 N. 12th Place 


Phoenix, AZ 85014 


M 
7 

The Pride Institute accepts insurances from: = 5 

: Blue Cross Blue Shield - United - United 

: Health Parters : Aetna - UBH/Medica 

: Preferred One -Cigna ΞΜΝ Medicaid 


Brighten your future - contact us today. 
www.pride-institute.com | 952.934.7554/ 800.547.7433 
Please visit jobs.uhsinc.com/pride-institute/jobs for all open positions 


Need to 
choose a 
Medicare plan? 


Humana can help! 


NEW GILD 


JEWELERS 


Call your local, licensed sales agent for a free consultation* 


Harvey Perle 

Ra Licensed Agent for Copeland Group USA & North Central Insurance 
651-303-8889 (TTY: 711) 
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
harvey@perleandcompany.com 
perlesofwisdom.com 


Love. Well said. 


- Full Custom Jewelry 
- Trusted and Award Winning Talent 
- Gallery of Independent Artisan Jewelry 
- Expert Restoration and Repair 


Call Now For An Appointment (612) 402-0561 


4300 Upton Ave South, Minneapolis, MN 55410 
www.newgild.com 


Humana. 


YO040_GHHHXDDEN20_C *No obligation to enroll. 
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A Legacy Οἱ Love. 
Life, And Fashion 


The Wedding Guys co-founder Matthew Trettel remembers his longtime 
friend and business partner Bruce Vassar. 


"It is one thing to lose a friend and busi- 
ness partner, it is another to lose the person 
that your whole identity is intrinsically tied to,” 
said Matthew Trettel. “Loss is hard, no matter 
how it happens, but in losing Bruce Гуе felt like 
Гуе lost the best pieces of myself. As the name 
implies, we were inseparable. We were never 
Bruce or Matthew; we were always The Wed- 
ding Guys, Bruce and Matthew. We came as a 
packaged set. It very much feels like the set is 
now incomplete.” 

The Twin Cities and the bridal industry as 
a whole lost a true champion on Dec. 6 of last 
year, when Bruce Vassar—who co-captained 
the bridal show-producing company Тһе 
Wedding Guys with Trettel for two decades— 
passed away from a heart attack. He was 57. 
He is survived by his son Ryan and daughter 
Stephanie. 


Bruce Vassar was a passionate champion of bridal fash- 
ion since his youth. Photo by Studio Laguna 


Having worked together since 
2001, Vassar and Trettel pro- 
duced premier bridal shows 
across the region that 
helped connect thou- 
sands of couples with 
wedding businesses 
every year. The Wed- 
ding Guys wrote 
the annual Wedding 
Trend Look Book, trav- 
eled around the globe 
to cover events such as 
the royal wedding of Prince 
William and Kate Middleton, 
to recently serving as art direc- 
tors for the reality series Say Yes To 
The Dress. Trettel said that losing 
Vassar was like losing a large part 
of himself. 

"Our friendship and work 
partnership goes back 20 years," said Trettel. 
"Over that time, we spent two decades working 
to build a brand together. Our personal time 
was shared to achieve this end and in addition 
to our time spent working 9-5 in the business, 
we also spent our time in the off-hours working 
on the business, networking with industry pro- 
fessionals, supporting local and international 
organizations." 

After Bruce's passing, Trettel said that he's 
had to focus on restructuring the company in 
the short term, which he said has been difficult 
while processing his grief. 

“Every day is different, some are good and 
some are really sad, but I can feel that Bruce is 
watching out for me,” said Trettel. “I can take 
solace in that and it also helps that we've cre- 
ated a community of amazing people that hold 
me up every day. It is also amazing to see the 
tributes to Bruce and what he means to every- 
one." 

Trettel described Vassar as enthusiastic 
and passionate, with his joyful spirit leaving a 
positive impression on all that he met. 

“He had a love for weddings since he was 


ΑΝ" 


Bruce Vassar, co-founder 
ofThe Wedding Guys, 
passed away on Dec. 6, 
2019. Photo by Noah Wolf 
Photography 


five, when he would sneak into 
church on Saturdays to watch 
the bride walk down the 
aisle” said Trettel. “He 
was able to find his true 
calling in this industry 
and created an amaz- 
ing legacy. He worked 
endlessly to help wed- 
ding businesses grow 
their businesses and 
there has been an out- 
pouring of appreciation 
for the help and guidance 
he had given.” 

“His passion came through in 
his love for fashion, and he thrived 
in the fashion show components of 
our events, but he also just wanted 
couples to have the freedom to 
create a wedding that expressed 
themselves,” Trettel continued. “Aside from 
work, what I loved best about him was [that] he 
was a champion for those around him. Bruce 
believed in helping others find their true po- 
tential and ability to feel like their best self. He 
pushed me to grow in so many ways, too.” 

Trettel said that while Vassar left behind a 
profound legacy, The Wedding Guys team will 
never be the same. 

“We are all committed to continue the work 
that we were both passionate about,” said Tret- 
tel. “I’ve got big shoes to fill, but I am fortunate 
that we've created such an amazing company. 
I am blessed that Bruce left me with such a 
great history, beautiful memories and amazing 
accomplishments. I can best honor him by con- 
tinuing on.” 

In addition to working with Open Arms 
Minnesota, the National Association of Cater- 
ing and Events and the Miss Minnesota Or- 
ganization to honor Bruce Vassar’s legacy, a 
Celebration of Life memorial event will be held 
in Vassar’s honor at Mystic Lake on March 20. 

For more information on The Wedding 
Guys, visit theweddingguys.com. li 
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CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES ра. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


FAMILY/DIVORCE/CUSTODY 
DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIPS/DISSOLUTION 
PRENUPTIAL AGREEMENTS 
SPERM/EGG DONOR AGREEMENTS 
SURROGACY 
GAY MARRIAGE ADVICE 
SECOND/STEP PARENT ADOPTION 
INJURIES/AUTO ACCIDENTS 
PROBATE 
WILLS & TRUSTS 
BUSINESS LAW 
EMPLOYMENT LAW 
Convenient Downtown Skyway Connected Offices 


612.332.5100 


Free Initial Consultation 
1005 Historic Lumber Exchange Building | 10 S. 5th St. Minneapolis, MN 55402 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE 


WWW.CLOUTIER-LAW.COM 


LAVENDER LINK 


SIGN UP FOR LAVENDER'S 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER! 


1 SIMPLY VISIT THIS LINK 
@ LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/LAVENDERLINK 


| Email Addrəss 
ENTER YOUR EMAIL 


2 ADDRESS ALONG WITH E 
e YOUR NAME. 


CONFIRM YOUR SUBSCRIPTION. 
5 CHECK YOUR EMAIL FOR A 
e CONFIRMATION EMAIL AND LINK. 


LAVENDER LINK IS A WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

WITH LINKS TO EXCLUSIVE STORIES ON 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM, CONTESTS, maaa 
LAVENDER EVENTS, AND MUCH MORE!  LVNDRLINK 


Bluefin Bay FAMILY OF RESORTS 


BEST WISHES FLORAL 


Your Floral Design Specialists! 


Special Events » Weddings ° Funerals + Deliveries 
Wire Service Available! 


WWW.BWFLORAL.COM 


689 WINNETKA AVE. N. * GOLDEN VALLEY, MN 55427 
763.593.1777 • TOLL FREE: 888.893.7950 • INFO@BWFLORAL.COM 


BluefinBay.com 


=: 


Bluefin Bay ! Surfside ! Temperance Landing 
On the shores of Lake Superior in Tofte, Minnesota 


ИЕН... WATERSTREETINN.US 
f WATER STREET \ 651-439-6000 


E РЕС І NNE 101 Water Street South 
ET Stillwater, MN 55082 


Four - Course Wine Dinners 
Each Wednesday our Chefs create a special 
four-course dinner menu. Each course 
paired with a specially selected glass of 
wine for $37.95 per person. 5:00-9:00 PM. 


Stillwater's Complete Hospitality Experience! 
e Charlie's Restaurant & Ιτ15} Pub e Meeting / Banquet Rooms 
« NEW Rooftop Patio: Papa's * Weddings & Receptions 
61 Guest Rooms (NEW ADDITION) • Elegant ὅς Modern Rooms 


Double Whirlpools ὅς Fireplaces ο LIVE Irish Music Every F&S 
Event Coordinator ὅς Concierge • River Front Balconies 
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MARRIAGE 


Love, Marriage, and the 
Documents That Bind 


Paperwork doesn’t end with a couple’s wed- 
ding certificate. There are other important doc- 
uments needed, as ballast, if you will, steadying 
the keel of the ship of marriage. Jerry Burg of 
Jerry A. Burg Law Offices and Susan King of 
Moss & Barnett recently reminded us of docu- 
ments that married couples should put in place 
to make sure that medical and fiduciary con- 
cerns are protected. 


JERRY BURG 


What should you consider when crafting a 
health care directive (HCD)? 

First, determine the degree of detail you 
want to include. A Health Care Directive can 
be succinct, appointing only an agent to make 
decisions when you're incapacitated, or very 
detailed, stating specific levels of care you want 
or do not want. 

Review your wishes concerning health 
care, life-saving procedures, and end-of-life 
care. Who will you trust to implement these 
wishes, and who might you wish to exclude 
from receiving medical information or partici- 
pating in decisions? Do you choose to be an 
organ/tissue donor? How shall your remains 
be handled? 

What pitfalls may occur when crafting a health 
care directive for a spouse? How can you avoid 
them? 

Craft a health care directive with your 
spouse, not for them. We each have the right to 
appoint an agent to act in our stead to articulate 
our health-care wishes. 

An HCD’s function is to express your wish- 
es for medical care, and to state who is allowed 
to speak for you. Spouses need to discuss what 
they want done and by whom. If one spouse is 
uncomfortable having the other as agent, that 
needs to be written into the HCD. 

The most common pitfall is the human ten- 
dency to avoid thinking or talking about the 
likelihood of a health crisis. The best safeguard 
is to state wishes frankly to each other. 


What health care directive services does your 
firm offer? 
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I share my own HCD with clients as an ex- 
ample of how detailed the document can be. 
Mine includes what care I don’t want, why I’ve 
selected the named agent rather than other 
family members, and a specific assertion that 
my agent and I have discussed my values and 
the HCD’s contents. I also draft Power of At- 
torney documents and Wills, and represent in- 
dividuals in probate court when needed. 


Are there other aspects of HCDs you'd like to 
mention? 

* Make sure your HCD is on file with your 
primary doctor and that it is in your medical 
record before any serious surgery/procedure. 

* Keep an accessible copy at home in case 
of emergency. 

* Keep contact information updated, with 
your agent and at all other locations. 

* Make sure your agent knows they've 
been appointed. 

* Make sure the agent thoroughly under- 
stands your wishes and will implement them 
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when called upon, even if they are not how they 
themselves would decide. 

If your agent is not spouse or family, state 
that intention in the document. 


Jerry Burg 
One SE Main St., Suite 206 


Minneapolis 
612-822-0865 


SUSAN KING 


What are your suggestions for setting up an es- 
tate plan? What conflicts might you anticipate? 


Estate planning can be overwhelming, 
and some individuals may either not execute 
these documents or execute them hastily, 
without considering possible conflicts. By 
not executing these documents—Last Will 
and Testament, Revocable Trust, Health 
Care Directive or Power of Attorney—you 
have no control of your medical and financial 
decision-making, both during your lifetime 
and after your death. 


If you execute documents without address- 
ing potential areas of conflict—family dynam- 
ics, your appointees' differing religious and 
political views and lifestyle choices—the docu- 
ments will serve little purpose. 

Appoint people you know will make the 
medical and financial decisions you want. Ex- 
press your wishes clearly, and make certain 
they will honor these wishes before you sign 
your documents. Potentially uncomfortable, 
these conversations are necessary. People of- 
ten assume estate planning involves only the 
distribution of assets upon your death, un- 
aware that one of the most crucial elements 
may be making medical and financial decisions 
during your lifetime, should you become inca- 
pacitated. If you have not executed documents, 
or if there is conflict among your appointees, 
your family can end up in court, a process not 
only time-intensive and expensive, but one 
that takes control from you and puts it into the 
hands of the court. 

Distribution provisions are another poten- 
tial source of conflict. If you specifically in- 
tend to omit an individual or treat individuals 
unequally, include a statement of intent. This 
statement provides context for your decisions, 
adds guidance for your beneficiaries, and de- 
ters challenges. Updating your documents 
regularly also helps forestall challenges. Mak- 
ing certain all intended beneficiaries have 
been included, none accidentally omitted, and 
that no documents have been signed in haste 
due to a medical emergency will insure your 
wishes are honored. Updating should include 
notifying your attorney of any changes in order 
to ensure that your documents always reflect 
your current wishes. 

What services does your firm offer for estate 
and trust administration? 

Moss and Barnett is a full-service law firm, 
representing a wide spectrum of clients in the 
probate and trust administration process, able 
to handle any litigation that might arise. We 
work with clients throughout the entire pro- 
cess: court appearance, tax return preparation, 
collaborating with other professional advisors 
throughout the administration process. 

Are there other aspects of estate planning and 
administration you feel are important? 

Estate planning is a fluid process; regular 
updates allow you to communicate your prefer- 
ences at any stage of your life to family, friends, 
and fiduciaries. Establishing a trusting and 
open relationship with your attorney will make 
this process as seamless and painless as pos- 
sible. Ш 


Susan A. King, Attorney/Shareholder 
Moss & Barnett 

150 S. 5th Street, Suite 1200 

Minneapolis 

612-877-5362 
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MARRIAGE 


Marriage, Metropolitan Style 


Even before D’Amico and 
Partners took it over in 1996, 
The Metropolitan Club & Ball- 
room of Golden Valley had deep 
roots in the musical history of 
the Twin Cities, when it was 
known as Rupert’s Night Club. 

“Once the Rupert’s era came 
to aclose, D’Amico and Partners 
took the space over in 1996 and 
transformed it into an event ven- 
ue,” said D’Amico senior event 
planner and marketing manager 
Christie Altendorf. “For over 20 
years, celebrations of all shapes 
and sizes occurred within those 


venue for any 
grand event, 


taking stage in the Clubroom, 


where Prince once played him- including wed- 
ding receptions. 
Photo by Travis 


However, by the mid-1990s, Anderson Pho- 


self." 
Rupert's no longer had the draw шару 
that it possessed during its heyday. 

“In order to still honor the musical history 
of the space but update the look to be relevant, 
our owner and designer, Richard D’Amico, 
took inspiration from ‘every great dance scene 
between Ginger Rogers and Fred Astaire’ as 
he created a space that was light, airy and vi- 
brant,” said Altendorf. “The result has been a 
venue that maintains the historic bones of the 
space while breathing life into a new era of 
events.” 

Today, The Metropolitan is a premier venue 
for celebrations of all kinds. Boasting a large, 
versatile space that can accommodate as many 
as 1,200 people, the venue has a built-in stage 
and dance floor, top-of-the-line A/V features 
such as projections and big screens, an onsite 
lounge, award-winning catering courtesy of 
D’Amico, high-scale linens and glassware, and 
more. Recently, The Metropolitan enjoyed a 
sweeping renovation, complete with a grand 
opening event last October. 

“The Metropolitan works exclusively with 
D’Amico Catering to create custom, creative 
menus for events of every kind,” said Alten- 
dorf. 

It’s no surprise, then, that The Metropolitan 
is a natural fit for couples looking to find the 
perfect spot for their wedding receptions. 

“The Metropolitan is an ideal wedding ven- 
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The Metropolitan was formerly known as Rupert's Night Club before D'Amico and Partners purchased it in 1996. 


Photo by Travis Anderson Photography 
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Тһе Metropolitan Club & Ballroom boasts over 9,000 
square feet of event space. Photo by Travis Anderson 
Photography 


ue for couples who want a timeless celebration 
complete with delicious cuisine and high-end 
service,” said Altendorf. “The set up of the 
space makes for a perfect flow as guests enjoy 
social hour, the reception and dancing amongst 
sparkling chandeliers and engaging artwork. 
Located just outside of Minneapolis, the Metro- 
politan is just five minutes outside of downtown 
as well as just north of the amenities and shops 
that The West End offers.” 

The Metropolitan has a club room, two ball- 
rooms, a veranda, and a boardroom, with the 
entire establishment measured at 9,875 square 
feet. Its a magnificent setting perfect for any 


Catering at The Metropolitan is exclusively provided 
by D'Amico Catering. Photo by Travis Anderson Pho- 
tography 


celebration of matrimony. Any couple look- 
ing to make The Metropolitan their reception 
destination can easily prospect with D'Amico's 
team. 

"An experienced D'Amico Catering event 
planner can share info and set up tours for the 
Metropolitan at any time," said Altendorf. 

For more information on The Metropolitan, 
visit damicocatering.com/venues/metropoli- 
tan. В 


The Metropolitan Club & Ballroom 
5418 Wayzata Blvd. 

Golden Valley 

612-238-4444 
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LOVE STORY 


Second Time Is A Charm 


Benjamin Sugam and Zach Danekas discuss their relationship, a magical 
fall wedding, and what made them fall in love in the first place. 


Sometimes, the best stories take a couple of attempts be- 
fore they really get started, as is the case for the love story of 
Benjamin Sugam and Zach Danekas. After Danekas reached 
out to Sugam online, he was met with no response. But the 
persistent coffee shop manager didn’t give up after that. 
Danekas messaged Sugam a few months later, and he finally 
got the response he was looking for. 

“We call our meeting story ‘Second Time is a Charm," 
jokes Danekas. 

Danekas, who manages his family’s business, Bean- 
counter Coffeehouse & Cafe, is originally from Iowa and 
moved to Minneapolis in 2013. A few years later, Sugam, orig- 
inally from New Jersey, made his way to Minneapolis in 2016 
after attending college and living in San Francisco. 

“The first time we met, Ben (who is a baker) sent scratch- 
made gingerbread cookies he had just made earlier in the day 
home with me. It was for sure love at first sight... and first 
cookie,” Danekas says, reflecting on his own passion: eating. 

The happy couple got engaged in December 2018 at The 
Copper Hen, when Sugam proposed to Danekas while they 
were at dinner at one of their favorite restaurants—seemingly 
an ordinary evening. The restaurant was also the location of 
their first date, and the waitress was the same one they had 
on their first date. 

“To top it all off, we hosted our rehearsal dinner at The 
Copper Hen, and the same waitress was our waitress for the 
rehearsal dinner. The Copper Hen holds a special place in our 
hearts and in our relationship,” Danekas says. 

Their wedding, which was on a perfect autumn day on 
Sept. 7, 2019, was an intimate gathering of close friends and 
family. They started the day with their dog, Sota, in their 
downtown Minneapolis home. The ceremony took place out- 
side on the patio of Aster Cafe, with the Minneapolis skyline 
and the charming St. Anthony Main riverfront as the back- 
drop. Danekas’ sister, Ashley, officiated the wedding, putting 
an extra emphasis on the intimacy of the special day. The re- 
ception was also at Aster Cafe, starting with a cocktail hour 
on the patio, followed by toasts and dinner inside, and ending 
with s'mores over an open fire and dancing outside. 

“After many months of planning and decisions and feeling 
the stress of all the things that go into a single day, it was so 
incredible to just be able to finally have our day and celebrate 
together,” Sugam says. “I underestimated how nice it would 
be to have all of our family and friends together in one place— 
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and especially to reconnect with those that we don't get to 
see very often.” 

Like Sugam, Danekas says he was filled with happiness, 
excitement, and love while being surrounded with all of his 
friends, family, and especially his new husband. 

“Our wedding day was the most magical day ever... se- 
riously! I have never felt so much love, happiness, or excite- 
ment in one single day. Having our entire family and closest 
friends with us to celebrate the beginning of our marriage 
and our love for each other was the most special feeling 
in the world,” Danekas shares. “There were so many mo- 
ments throughout the day that I just wanted to stop and 
freeze time to remember that exact feeling forever. It was 
pure happiness and joy mixed with excitement and love.” 

And now Sugam and Danekas get to bask in that end- 
less happiness, excitement, and love every day for the rest 
of their lives. Good thing Danekas was persistent! I 


Photographer: Jess Ekstrand, Rivets & Roses 
Date of Wedding: Sept. 7, 2019 

Dating Since: 2016 

Location of Ceremony & Reception: Aster Cafe 
Stylist: Fern & Floret 

Cake: The Copper Hen 

Invitations: Shutterfly 

Florist: Fern & Floret 

Music/DJ: Transmission Music 
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LOVE STORY 


A Couple That Does Taxes 
Together. Stavs Together 


Laura Hoffer and Jennifer Fisk have a lot in common—from camping and 
hiking to accounting and volunteering, there’s little this happy couple 
doesn’t enjoy together. 
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Some argue that opposites attract, while 
others are certain that a match made in heav- 
en is exactly that: a perfect match. For Laura 
Hoffer and Jennifer Fisk, the similarities 
couldn’t be more apparent. Both accountants, 
the couple work for United Healthcare and 
live in Eden Prairie with their three rescued 
Boxers and cat. The self-proclaimed tax nerds 
enjoy volunteering with Across America Box- 
er Rescue as well as hiking and camping—the 
two happily brag that they’re halfway through 
camping at every state park in Minnesota. 

After meeting through mutual friends, 
Hoffer and Fisk had their first date at a pool 
near Hoffer’s house, followed by watching a 
few episodes of The L Word after Hoffer dis- 
covered that Fisk had never seen the show. 

Though their love story started out in the 
sweet, romantic bliss of summertime, they 
found the romance in a bitter Minnesota win- 
ter (okay, spring), too. 

“We wanted to get engaged on tax day (as 
two accountants, this seemed like the best 
day), so we searched for an Airbnb to go away 
for the weekend. We stumbled across the per- 
fect gay-friendly place (run by a lesbian cou- 
ple) in Upsala, Minnesota,” Hoffer says. “It 
was during the epic April blizzard of 2018— 
we drove through whiteout conditions on 
1-94, but we made it to the adorable cabin and 
found a congratulations note and champagne 
from the hosts. All we needed to do was pop 
the question before we could celebrate.” 

They were planning to wait until April 15, 
which was a Sunday, but Fisk was too excited, 
so the couple decided on things the old-fash- 
ioned way: over a game of cribbage. 

“If Jen won, we'd have to wait until Sun- 
day; if I won, Jen could propose that night. 


Luckily, the stars aligned, and I pulled out the 
win," Hoffer says. “We took turns proposing 
and both said yes, of course. And then we 
opened the champagne and toasted to our 
next adventure." 

Hoffer and Fisk enjoyed a fall wedding 
at Olympic Hills Golf Course in Eden Prai- 
rie. ^We were surrounded by our family and 
friends. Our three pups were front and center 
in our ceremony as our honorary best men 
and flower girl,” Hoffer says. “Marley even 
escorted Jen down the aisle with her brother, 
Brian." 

The couple celebrated their love with their 
close friends and family after the ceremony 
on the deck in warm September weather. The 
indoor reception followed, and everyone was 
pleasantly surprised with a frozen delicacy: 
Ben & Jerry's ice cream. 

“We ended our night with a sparkler send- 
off and we drove off in Laura's grandparents' 
courting truck, a 1954 Chevy,” Fisk says. “I 
was in for a surprise when I found out that I 
had a special role in the getaway as our ‘light 
bearer, as the headlights didn't work." 

The couple drove home with Fisk hanging 
out the window with a giant flashlight while 
Hoffer navigated her first solo trip without in- 
struction driving stick. “Certainly a memory 
we will never forget," the couple jokes. 

“We were both excited and nervous. I 
started out the day with an exciting lesson on 
driving the stick shift truck—while rounding 
a turn, the truck stalled and neither me or 
my dad could get it started. The only remedy 
was for me to get behind the truck and push 
it down the hill and then run to jump back in 
as it started," Hoffer recalls of the morning of 
the couple's big day. 


The two are in agreement that the best 
part of the day was spending time with close 
friends and family, even though “it was a bit 
weird, as two introverts this is our biggest 
fear.” 

“We both felt nervous about performing 
our first dance, even though we'd attended 
two “two left feet' dance classes and prac- 
ticed many times (we aren't dancers at all, so 
this was a new adventure for us),” Fisk says. 
“Most of all, we both felt incredibly excited 
and overjoyed to be starting our forever to- 
gether—there were more than a few tears 
from us during our ceremony and vows." ll 


Photographer: Penny Photographics 

Date of Wedding: Sept. 14, 2019 

Dating Since: Aug. 11, 2014 

Location of Ceremony & Reception: Olympic 
Hills Golf Course 

Wedding Coordinator: Olympic Hills Golf 
Course (for the humans]; Doggy Social MN: 
Lara Leinen [for the pups] 

Stylist: Sam Ricci from Kalon Salon & Spa 
Dessert: Ben and Jerry's Ice Cream 
Invitations: Minted 

Florist: Richfield Floral 

Music/DJ: Andrew M of Bellagala 
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OUR SCENE 


SPORTS | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


A Home Run For Diversity 


Professional sports franchises have been 
making strong efforts to not only reach out to 
GLBT fans and spectators, but to make their 
franchises a diverse and inclusive environment 
for their GLBT employees as well. 

For over a decade, our own Minnesota Twins 
have been at the forefront of GLBT diversity and 
inclusion, and the Twins’ senior director of diver- 
sity & inclusion strategy Miguel Ramos said that 
the franchise began this initiative about 12 years 
ago to expand on the GLBT outreach work they 
were already doing. 

“It’s not that they weren’t doing anything, but 
they knew they could do better,” said Ramos. “So 
at that point, the Twins started to think about 
the best way to do this, and one of the ideas was, 
‘How can we work together to make sure D & I 
isn’t something that we only concentrate on one 
day or one event, but what do we need to do to 
make sure we show our authenticity all year? 
How can we show that we are for real?” 

Ramos said that before any work commenced 
with D & I, the Twins needed to go to the com- 
munity and make sure that both sides had a mu- 
tual understanding of one another. 

“Specifically, with the LGBT community, I 
remember everyone was pushing us to have a 
Pride Night,” said Ramos. “Again, I thought, ‘If 
we do Pride Night and that's it, it felt like were 
checking a box’. So what we decided was before 
we do anything, we needed to start to work with 
LGBTQ people in the community and under- 
stand their need. We need to build that relation- 
ship and that’s what we did. We started to work 
with different LGBT relationships for around 
three years before we even held a Pride Night.” 

In addition to their annual Pride Night, the 
Twins work year-round with organizations such 
as Gay For Good, Quorum, and the Twin Cities 
Gay Men’s Chorus. 

“One of the things we also do is work in part- 
nership with [the Twin Cities Goodtime] Softball 
League,” said Ramos. “We've worked with them 
during their Hall of Fame celebration, but more 
importantly, they asked us if we could come with 
them to Ohio to support their bid for the World 
Series in Minnesota.” 

“We were more than happy to be there with 
them and be the first MLB team that supports 
this national organization,” Ramos continued. 
“This was a high honor for us, and we jumped at 
the opportunity to publicly support them.” 

Twins call center senior coordinator Chris 
Frogge said that the Twins have gone out of their 
way to treat their GLBT employees with respect 
and appreciation. 

“Since the day I started with the Twins back 
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in 2010, I have always been made to feel truly ac- 
cepted exactly for who I am,” said Frogge. “The 
organization has a culture not of tolerance, but of 
acceptance. I never once had to refer to my hus- 
band in neutral terms due to concern that we may 
not be accepted, and we are treated the same as 
any other married couple in the organization.” 

Frogge said that employees are encouraged 
to bring their authentic selves to work every day. 

“ feel in the past it has been difficult to at- 
tract LGBT+ talent due to the perceived stigma 
that we would not be accepted in the world of 
professional sports,” said Frogge. “While that is 
not the case with the Twins, we still need to get 
beyond that fear. We have begun reaching out to 
partners like Quorum to help us get the word out 
when we have job opportunities so people know 
that everyone is welcome.” 

Twins community relations coordinator 
Chelsey Falzone concurred with this sentiment, 
stating that the Twins values their employees, 
GLBT or otherwise. 

“Honestly, I’ve spent a few years closeted at 
work because I didn’t want to have those hard 
conversations,” said Falzone. “I thought it was 
simply easier to keep my head down, work hard, 
and not let anyone know who I really was. I 
thought it didn’t matter. In some ways it really 
was easier to hide, but in a lot of ways, it weighed 
so heavily on me.” 

Today, however, Falzone says she’s in a role 
where it’s her responsibility to love and serve 
people in all communities, and every part of her 


identity helps her do that more authentically. 

“As people, our work is more powerful when 
we are secure in our identity—it’s more power- 
ful when we understand and accept who we are, 
and when we feel understood and accepted in 
return,” Falzone said. 

Amateur scouting coordinator Brit Minder 
likewise said that she had many examples of 
coworkers embracing her professional and per- 
sonal lives. 

“I think the important thing for me is that it 
looks like being treated the same as everyone 
else,” said Minder. “It looks like my cowork- 
ers asking me about my weekend (and my girl- 
friend). It looks like one of my favorite cowork- 
ers teasing me about not being into Valentine’s 
Day...It's my scouts meeting my girlfriend and 
I at various stops on our road trip to California 
and back: coffee, double-date, dinner etc. Very 
normal, human things." 

“My comfort and relative openness is the 
byproduct of a culture that has been around the 
organization for a very long time, and I hope will 
continue to be," Minder added. 

"The Minnesota Twins believe life is better 
with baseball," said Twins president and CEO 
Dave St. Peter. "To that end, the Twins franchise 
is committed to using baseball as a platform to 
bring all communities together. Inclusion is cen- 
tral not only to our organization's ability to more 
deeply connect with an incrementally diverse 
world, but also to our employees' ability to thrive 
and succeed." ll 
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OUR LIVES 


SENIOR LIVING | BY KASSIDY TARALA 


A World Without Alzheimer’s 


The Minnesota-North Dakota chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association works to end Alzheimer’s and other forms 
Of dementia through its advocacy, research, and resources. 


Currently, there are more than 50 million 
people in the world living with Alzheimer’s, 5.8 
million people in the United States, and 97,000 
people in Minnesota living with the aggressive 
disease. Though Alzheimer’s is becoming an 
international health crisis among aging popula- 
tions, the care and resources available to them 
are still insufficient. Most caregivers of people 
with Alzheimer’s are loved ones; there are 15 
million unpaid caregivers in the country. 

“Many of them are still working other jobs 
themselves. It’s a crisis for these people who 
have their own families and are also caring for 
aging loved ones with Alzheimer’s. It’s a very 
costly and taxing disease,” says Laurie Brick- 
ley, director of volunteer engagement for the 
Minnesota-North Dakota chapter of the Αἱ- 
zheimer’s Association. 

The Alzheimer’s Association, which is the 
largest nonprofit funder of Alzheimer’s re- 
search in the world, is dedicated to research, 
advocacy, and providing free care and support 
for families and loved ones of people with Al- 
zheimer’s. The organization conducts research 
through a peer-reviewed research grant pro- 
gram, helps people find clinical trials through 
their free service, Alzheimer’s Association 
TrialMatch, hosts an annual Alzheimer’s As- 
sociation International Conference (AAIC), 
provides the global scientific community with 
diverse knowledge through its scientific jour- 
nals, and serves as the only professional so- 
ciety designed exclusively for individuals in 
Alzheimer’s and dementia science through the 
Alzheimer’s Association International Society 
to Advance Alzheimer’s Research and Treat- 
ment (ISTAART). 

The Alzheimer’s Association is also dedi- 
cated to advocacy, which it does at national and 
state levels to make change. 

“Our advocacy efforts with elected officials 
encourages them to take action to confront the 
disease and make Alzheimer’s a priority,” says 
Brickley. “In Minnesota, our partnership with 
a broad group of stakeholders resulted in pas- 


sage of a landmark bill that creates new protec- 
tions for residents and long-term care facilities 
and creates a new Assisted Living licensing 
system.” 

The Minnesota-North Dakota chapter also 
gets involved at the national level by participat- 
ing in lobbying events in Washington, D.C., 
to push for funding for research and more re- 
sources for people with Alzheimer’s. 

A big part of the Alzheimer’s Association 
is its free resources for support and care. 
They offer free family care services, including 
therapists, as well as free community educa- 
tion programs where volunteers teach lessons 
about the ten signs of dementia, how to have a 
healthy brain, and more. The association also 
offers a 24/7 helpline (1-800-272-3900), which 
is staffed by people who can provide resources 
in 200 languages. The helpline serves as a great 
resource for caregivers who are concerned 
their loved ones might have Alzheimer’s, are 
struggling to care for their loved ones, or need 
to help regarding where to start. 

“It’s important to note that Alzheimer’s af- 
fects communities of color more than Cauca- 
sians,” Brickley says. “Hispanic and (Latinx) 
people are one-third more likely to get Al- 
zheimer’s, and African-Americans are two- 
thirds more likely to get it. We're working to 
reduce those health disparities in our health 
systems by working with what we call “priority 
populations —communities with health dispari- 
ties— to provide an assessment tool for anyone 
over 65." 

Brickley says that early detection is very 
important with this disease as it can prolong 
the illness, allow the person to have more con- 
trol over their life, and provide a higher qual- 
ity of life. She recommends that people with a 
loved one who is living with Alzheimer's use 
the Alzheimer's Association's website to find 
resources, from information about signs of de- 
mentia to a healthy brain test. The first step, 
she adds, will be scheduling an appointment 
with a physician for an assessment for people 


over 65. 

For people interested in getting involved 
with the Alzheimer's Association, Brickley says 
there are many ways to volunteer your time or 
help with fundraising efforts. 

“Volunteers a huge part of our associa- 
tion. We rely on them to deliver some of our 
free community outreach programs. We need 
volunteers. We train them to give community 
presentations to help spread awareness about 
the disease,” Brickley says. 

Another way to get involved is the annual 
Walk to End Alzheimer's. The Twin Cities 
walk, which takes place at Target Field each 
year, is the most successful out of the 600 walks 
across the country. Last year, the walk raised 
$1.7 million, and the 17 other walks throughout 
Greater Minnesota and North Dakota raised 
$1.3 million. 

"It's a really powerful event. It's a great day 
to just be together and feel the power of all of 
these people committed to ending Alzheim- 
er's," she adds. 

There is also an organization for young peo- 
ple who have been affected by Alzheimer's in 
their families. The group, called Young Cham- 
pions, has its own events throughout the year 
to spread awareness and connect young people 
who have been affected by the disease. 

One of the association's biggest events is 
The Longest Day, which takes place on the 
summer solstice (June 20 this year). The pub- 
lic can make their own fundraisers incorporat- 
ing their own interests to raise money for the 
Alzheimer's Association. 

"People are doing baking, boating, biking, 
and all sorts of other things. It's a day—the lon- 
gest day of the year—to shed light on Alzheim- 
er's," Brickley says. “Also, many buildings in 
the Twin Cities will be lit up purple, which is 
the Alzheimer's color." 

For more information about the Minnesota- 
North Dakota chapter of the Alzheimer's Asso- 
ciation or to get involved, visit alz.org/mnnd. li 
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SCOTT 
› BELCHER 


Senior Real Estate Specialist 
Experienced and Knowledgeable 


RESULTS 
612-805-8880 


Call for your FREE Home Evaluation! 
scottbelcher.results.net 


Ὶ Swedish Our Motto: 


Do it right or not at all! 


Motors 


The Twin Cities’ premiere independent 
Volvo Sales and Repair Shop 
Exceptional Customer | r 
Service 
Keen Attention to 
Detail 


612-803-5661 


www.swedishmotorsmn.com 


Stop by and meet our newest team member, Willow! 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK 


BISHOPS MINNEAPOLIS UPTOWN 
2817 HENNEPIN AVE. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 
from American Family. 
Dawn Bartell Agency 
4020 Minnehaha Ave, Ste. 1010, 
Minneapolis, MN 


dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 
American Family Insurance Company 
American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
www.amfam.com © 2008 


washburn-mcreavy.com 


Funeral Chapels, Cemeteries and Cremation Services 
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For a FREE planning guide 
please call 612.377.7841 
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.. LIVES 


COMMUNITY BY CHRIS TARBOX 


Brandon Moore, left, with his husband Chris Moore in Santa Cruz, California. Photo courtesy of Brandon Moore 


The Sky’s The Limit 


As he juggled his life as a member of the 
United States military, Lt. Col. Brandon Moore 
of the Minnesota Air National Guard had to tra- 
verse a parallel journey of being a gay man in 
the military during a time when he had to keep 
silent about it. 

“It was [a long process], to be quite honest 
with you,” said Moore. “Thankfully my fam- 
ily was very understanding. But I didn’t come 
out to them until I was quite older. Because of 
Don't Ask, Don’t Tell, it took me a lot longer to 
come out because of that, because obviously I 
couldn’t be very open under Don’t Ask Don’t 
Tell, so I had to kind of hide who I was.” 

Having grown up in the Twin Cities and at- 
tending school at the University of Minnesota, 
Moore joined the military as an active duty 
soldier in 2003, having been stationed in both 
Europe and Okinawa, Japan. After eight and a 
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half years as an active duty airman, Moore re- 
located to California, ultimately deciding to join 
the California National Guard. 

“Active duty was getting busy, I guess, for 
lack of a better description,” said Moore. “I was 
TDY (temporary duty travel) and deployed 
quite a bit. TDY means you're just essentially 
doing some kind of training. So between the 
deployments and the TDY, it just got to be a 
little too much and I wanted something a little 
more laid back, but still wanted to be a part of 
the military." 

After a stint in the California National 
Guard, Moore moved back to Minnesota and 
joined the Air National Guard. Moore currently 
serves as a navigator. 

“T fly C130s, and navigate, and then in terms 
of my office job, I'm the director of operations 
for the Operations Support Squadron," said 


Moore. “We're the ones that support all the lo- 
cal flying that we do for the 133rd Airlift Wing." 

Moore has seen several deployments, in- 
cluding three in Afghanistan, three in Iraq, and 
once in Djibouti. However, despite his proud 
service in the military, Moore initially had to 
conceal his sexuality due to the then-current 
Don't Ask, Don't Tell policy. 

“I hid it for a long time," said Moore. "It 
wasn't until after being active duty for about 
seven years that I finally came out to my imme- 
diate friends, and then coincidentally that was 
a time when they decided to finally get rid of 
Don't Ask, Don't Tell anyway." 

Moore is also married to his husband Chris 
Moore, who serves in the United States Navy. 

“We initially met back way back in 1998; 
that's when I was starting to come out the clos- 
et, but obviously never fully did it," said Bran- 
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Lt. Col Brandon Moore was part of the C-130 deployment crew with the Minnesota 
Air National Guard, seen here with a C-130 Hercules in northern Iraq. Photo courtesy 
of Brandon Moore 


don. "It took a while to finally come out, but I talked to him initially and 
he was strictly a co-worker at that point, lost track of him for a long time 
and then due to Facebook...we were able to reconnect. And then that 
was after I was still with active duty. So he actually moved to California 
with me. We lived there for a couple of years before moving back home." 

Currently living with his husband in St. Paul, Brandon said that hav- 
ing a spouse who's also a service member has made the rigors of the 
career a bit easier. 

“He’s familiar with the military and understands what I do for the 
most part, and he is very supportive when it comes to deployment," said 
Brandon. 

As far as his compatriots in the Minnesota Air National Guard go, 
Moore says that they have been nothing but supportive in regards to 
him living openly as a gay man. 

“When I initially came out on active duty, I didn't have any issues 
there, and then essentially had to do the same process every time I 
moved to a different location," said Moore. “So I got to California, and 
everyone was fine there as well. And then here too, I haven't had any 
issues at all." 

"I haven't had any negative experiences, I’ve never heard anyone talk 
about anyone else either," Moore continued. “I don't hide who I am, I 
don't necessarily advertise it though either, but I've never heard anyone 
say anything bad about myself or other people." 

When asked what advice he would give to a member of the GLBT 
community interested in serving their country, Moore said that there's 
no need to be reluctant. 

"The military gets a bad stereotype as being conservative and kind 
of close-minded," said Moore. “But the reality is, just like our country, 
it's full of pretty much every walk of life you can imagine: every back- 
ground, race, religion, etc. So I would I would highly recommend people 
do it." E 
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AUTHOR OF THE LAST PLACE YOU LOOK 


Leo DAMROSCH 


THE 
CLUB 


Johnson, Boswell, and the Friends 
Who Shaped an Age 


“A magnificently entertaining book."—Michael Dirda, Washington Put 


OUR AFFAIRS 


BOOKS | BY Ε.Β. BOATNER 


Waste Tide 


Chen Qiufan 
Tor 
$26.99 


Quifan creates an atmosphere of almost palpable 
squalor on Silicon Island off the China coast, now a 
repository for the world’s salvageable waste. This bur- 
geoning toxic harvest is tended by swarms of migrant 
waste workers seeking a better life. Quifan is knowl- 
edgeable, having grown up in Guiu province near a 
waste disposal site the UN termed an “environmental 
calamity.” Quifan has added the future’s bionic limbs 
and bots. Mimi is a worker now caught up in a struggle 
between three ruling clans; American Scott Brandle 
and his young, assistant, Chen Kaizong, arrive on “busi- 
ness.” Scott has a secret, Mimi has a power, Chen’s in 
love. Around them a war is brewing; even the faceless 
pawns must choose to fight or submit, to live or die. 


| Caging Skies 


Christine Leunens 
The Overlook Press 
$26 


Johannes Betzler and his parents are living in Vi- 
enna when Hitler comes to power. Indoctrinated at 
school, Johannes joins Hitler Youth; his parents don’t 
reveal they’ve hidden a Jewish girl in a secret alcove. 
An elderly, ailing grandmother lives downstairs. 
Maimed during a bombing, Johannes cannot obtain 
work. Father disappears, resistance worker Mother is 
publicly hanged. Johannes discovers Elsa. They eke 
out an existence. Grandmother dies, the war ends. 
Johannes, sexually attracted to and resentful of Elsa, 
reports German victory, keeps her confined. This 
charade continues throughout four long years, until 
Elsa, learning the truth, escapes. A disturbing tale, of- 
fering little kindness, redemption, or development for 
Johannes' character; a curious choice for the basis of 
filmmaker Taika Waititi’s highly acclaimed and decid- 
edly upbeat /ojo Rabbit. 


Once You Go This Far: 
A Roxane Weary Mystery 


Kristen Lepionka 
Minotaur Books 
$26.99 


A missed meeting at a nature center parking lot 
causes Roxane Weary to again cross paths with death. 
Having just called, *Be careful!" to a sixty-ish hiker, Rox- 
ane finds her dying at the bottom of a ravine. Accident? 
Daughter Maggie, insisting Rebecca Newsome was an 
experienced hiker, hires Roxane. And investigate she 
does; through two states and Canada, uncovering an 
evangelical sect, missing children, abused wives-for 
starters. Roxane Weary is to Columbus, Ohio, what Jes- 
sica Fletcher was to Cabot Cove, Maine. True, Roxane 
is alicensed detective in a state capital of nearly 900,000 
while Jessica was a mystery novelist in a town of 3,560, 
but to beat Jessica's 264-episode mortality rate, Roxane 
has her work cut out for her. Lepionka's got her back. 


The Club: Johnson, Boswell, 
and the Friends Who Shaped an Age 


Leo Damrosch 


' Yale University Press 


$30 


Promising the "story of a group of extraordinary 
individuals, a constellation of talent," Damrosch deliv- 
ers. Joshua Reynolds, realizing his friend Samuel John- 
son's dark moods might lift with regular, stimulating 
company, suggested starting a club for witty, literate, 
conversation, serving food and drink. In 1764, came 
the Club. Damrosch builds his narrative on the friend- 
ship of Johnson and his amanuensis, the much younger 
James Boswell, around whom he weaves mini-biogra- 
phies of Edmund Burke, David Garrick, Adam Smith, 


=| Edward Gibbon and others. Damrosch, you feel, has 


so relished their company that he wishes you to make 
their acquaintance as well. His thorough knowledge of 
the era, their quotes and anecdotes bear you through 
the book as briskly as a punt skims over the Thames. 
An extraordinary read. Ei 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising @lavendermagazine.com. 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Your GLBTA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner 
for a diverse business community. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 

www. twincitiesquorum.com 


COLLEGES, SCHOOLS, 
UNIVERSITIES 


Metropolitan State University 

The Twin Cities only public, urban 
comprehensive university. Take your next 
step with us! 

700 E. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 793-1300 

www.metrostate.edu 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. 5th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


GOVERNMENT 

City of Saint Paul 

Department of Human Rights & Equal 
Economic Opportunity 

Your civil rights are protected! The City of 
Saint Paul champions justice and equity 
for all. 

15 W Kellogg Blvd, Suite 280 

Saint Paul, MN 55102 

651-266-8966 

www.stpaul.gov/hreeo 
hrightscomplaints@ci.stpaul.mn.us 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Alzheimer's Association 

Providing free care consultations, 
community education programs, a 24/7 
helpline and support groups throughout 
Minnesota. 

7900 W. 78th St., Ste. 100 

Edina, MN 55439 

Helpline 800-272-3900 

alz.org/mnnd 


One Heartland 

Camp True Colors for LGBTQ+ youth and 
Camp Heartland for youth impacted by 
HIV/AIDS. 

2101 Hennepin Ave. S., Suite 200 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 

(612) 824-6464 

www.oneheartland.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS -- on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.dliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


JustUs Health 

LGBTQ-friendly counseling and referral; 
HIV prevention and support; public 
education, research and advocacy. 
#HelpHelps 

2577 Territorial Road W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

(800) 243-7321 Minnesota AIDSLine 
(612) 341-2060 General info 

www JustUsHealth.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 
www.reddoorservices.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 

KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 
FM (STP) 

Home of “Fresh Fruit”, the longest running 
weekly Queer radio show in the country. 
Listen on air or online. 

Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio К (KUOM) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


MUSEUM 


Minneapolis Institute of Art 

Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 
world & every period of human history. 
Free admission daily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-3000 

www.artsmia.org 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of your 
vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
The nation's largest professional 
dinner theatre and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 
952.934.1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 
Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcome. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater -- 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring, and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse audiences. 
345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICAL 


Stonewall DFL Democrats 

LGBTQ outreach arm of the Minnesota 
Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party, working 
to elect LGBTQ leaders and allies. 

255 E. Plato Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55107 
(651) 293-1200 

mnstonewalldfl.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Exploring the promise of God for alll. 
You are welcome. No exceptions. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 

www.centralmpls.org 


Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 

Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, 
One Church. Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark's 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


TRAVEL 


Destination Northeast 

A hyperlocal tool connecting visitors 
to some of the best parts of Northeast 
Minneapolis. 

2329 Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis, MN 
info@destination-ne.us 
www.destination-ne.us 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! Visit this 
Historic Rivertown. Shop / Dine / Cruise / 
Art Galleries / Nightlife. 

P.O. Box 2025 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
info@Discoverstillwater.com 

(651) 351-1717 

www. Discoverstillwater.com 


Discover St. Louis Park 

Close to Minneapolis, far from ordinary. 
Exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

1660 Hwy 100 S., Suite 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 
www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and B&Bs. 
Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 
www.visitduluth.com 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive 
impact on our greater community. 
Volunteering for social & environmental 
causes. 

(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


YOUTH 

The Bridge For Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, 
and other resources for runaway and 
homeless youth. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


Family Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


| 
(HAGEN. 


Estimates 7am-5pm • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 
DENTISTS 


ALTO 
ODE / 


Dent MITTS 


FS MINNEAPOLIS 


Call today! 612-225-2441 


Ari Lederman, DDS | General Dentist 
Invisalign® Certified 
Medical Arts Building, Suite 425 
www.dentalartsofminneapolis.com Ej 


GUN SHOPS 


Bill: 
= 2502 
-- 


HOME SERVICES 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICI D 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal ° Tree Trimming Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 
and Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


HOME SERVICES 


PHOTOGRAPHERS 


== 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


EPIC & AUTHENTIC 
Wedding Photography 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


www.pennyphotographics.com 
612-791-8785 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


PSYCHOTHERAPY SERVICES 
for LGBTQI Individuals & Couples 


Fran Bieganek 


NDOW CLEANING 


. EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE 


Contact Peter at 
(612) 875-6747 
— www:fiatluxwindowcleaning.com 


Support for LGBTQ Teens, 
Young Adults, and Their Families 
Elizabeth Freund, LMFT 
Cypress Road 
Life Transition Counseling, LLC 
elizabethecypressroadltc.com 


(612) 718-3966 


Small Local Company REAL ESTATE 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com G y, PAE 
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COLDWELL ВАМКЕВ Live Wel... Invest Wisely! 
REALTY 
Minnesota’s Plumbing L 
& HVAC Contractors nwalker@cb 


612.827.9537 
TheNancyWalkerTe: 
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612.387.3985 


CurtLarsonPS @gmail.com 
® © CurtLarsonHomes.com 
BERKSHIRE | Califomia © CalBRE 801974318 


HATHAWAY Properties 
lomeServices 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto - Home · Life 


* Relocations to the 
Twin Cities area 


State Farm Insurance 
Office: (612) 781-3454 


Cell: (612) 267-7696 
www.johnarens.net 
john@arensagency.com 
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OUR VOICES 


EVERYDAY DRAMA | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


HEARTBREAK HOTEL 


My spouse didn’t realize that she hated 
people living on top of us until after we bought 
a two-flat and had people living on top of us. 

For the past few years, we’ve rented the 
apartment above us to small families who do 
what most small families do best: make noise. 
There’s lots of yelling at the kids and lots of 
garden-variety marital discord racket. And lots 
of heavy footfalls on the ceiling above us. 

It doesn't bother me, but my spouse's ears 
are as twitchy and alert to external stimuli as a 
Fennec fox, an animal with comically oversized 
ears. My spouse's ears are normal size, but her 
reactions to the slightest disturbance in her 
universe are not. 

I won't get into the dramatics that have 
played out in our home over noisy tenants 
except to say that whenever a tenant makes a 
sound, I get the stink-eye from my spouse. And 
believe me, dear readers, my spouse's stink- 
eye is as weaponized and deadly as a missile. 
You do not want it pointed at you. It makes no 
sense why I get blamed for our tenant's noise 
and I refuse to explain my spouse's rationale 
behind it. If my spouse wants to explain it, she 
can get her own goddamned column. 

So, when our most recent full-time tenants 
announced they were leaving, my spouse help- 
fully suggested that we rip out all the floors 
and ceilings and install super-soundproofing 
that would cost as much as buying a new home 
and result us living in a construction zone for 
a year. As fun as this sounded, I suggested a 
compromise: that we furnish the apartment 
and rent it on a short-term basis, which would 
leave the apartment tenant- and noise-free for 
several weeks a year. My spouse agreed as 
long as we'd never rent for more than three- 
months at a stretch. 


We speculated on who would rent the apart- 
ment. My spouse guessed that it would be visit- 
ing professors to a nearby university. I said it 
would be middle-aged fathers who had been 
recently tossed out of marriages. 

I was right. 

In the past year, we've hosted a parade of 
guys who were stunned to learn that their 
wives were no longer in love with them. 

I handle showing the apartment because 
my spouse tends to scare away prospective ten- 
ants with her severe set of rules—all that start 
with capital DON'Ts. (In fairness to my spouse, 
who I'm making out to be an uncompromising 
monster, she needs to overcompensate for my 
easy-goingness by clearly defining boundar- 
ies. If it were left up to me, I'd allow tenants to 
breed baby dinosaurs and cook meth.) 

We've hosted a series of guys in the past 
year. Each has shown up on our doorstep shell- 
shocked about the terrible turn of events in 
their lives. 

Ilead them upstairs to show them the apart- 
ment and before I can get them to the back 
bedrooms, they slump onto a chair and tell me 
their story. The stories are always the same: 
Their wives have told them that the marriage is 
over, and they need a place to stay for a month 
or two while they get their bearings. 

They never cry and they never speak ill of 
their wives. That's the part that always kills me 
because, as a woman, I know their wives are 
speaking plenty ill of them. 

The encounter always ends with me giving 
them a hug and promising to take care of them. 

My spouse, who is wary of my need to tend 
to broken creatures, has slowly grown to ap- 
preciate our Heartbreak Hotel. Because grief 
and depression are so very quiet. Bi 
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Call 612-436-4660 to speak 
With a Sales Executive 
and reserve your ad space today. 


THE NETWORK 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


CREEK 
9750 COUNTY RD. 24 
WATERTOWN, MN 55388 
(952) 955-3600 


~ 


WWW.TIMBERCREEKGOLFMN.COM 


‘TIMBER’ ^ 


Professionals |; 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax. 
zm Ray Mohr 


Income Tax Specialist 
Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 


TRAVEL AGENCIES 


Your warm weather 


destination expert 
Specializing in Cruises 
and the Caribbean 


612-229-6541 


www.ontheleveltravel.com 
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/FIRST 
) THURSDAYS 


Buy A Drink. Make A Connection. Have Fun. 


THURSDAY 


APRIL 2 * 5:30 - 8:00 PM 
MINNEAPOLIS 


LUSH MINNEAPOLIS 


990 CENTRAL AVE NE ° MINNEAPOLIS 


TWIN CITIES GLBT HAPPY HOUR 
ENJOY COMPLIMENTARY HORS D'OEUVRES PLUS A CHANCE 
TO REGISTER TO WIN GREAT PRIZES! 


FEATURED NON-PROFITS: 
МУД Рет 
Chanhassen xx Aliveness 
PRESENTED BY: 


Tito's 


Handmade 
VODKA 
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STARTING AT $525,000 


= INO 


ΠΠ. LOOP 


| Σο αν ο ο ο T Se 


EXCLUSIVELY MARK 


== 


